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USE OF MELANOMA DIFFERENTIATION ASSOCIATED GENE (mda-7) 
FOR REVERSING A CANCEROUS PHENOTYPE 

PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 

November 21, 2001 
By Express Mail - Label No. EF321682909US 

Hon. Commissioner for Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 

Prior to examination of the above-captioned application, applicant respectfully requests 
consideration of the above-captioned application amended as follows: 

IN THE SPECIFICATION: 

Please amend page 1. first paragraph by replacing it with: 

-This application is a continuation application under 37 C.F.R. § 1.53 (b) of U.S. Patent 
AppUcation No. 09/251,124, filed February 16, 1999, presently allowed, which is a divisional 
appHcation of Intemational Patent Apphcation PCT/US97/14548, filed August 15, 1997, which 
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application of International Patent Application PCT/US97/14548, filed August 15, 1997, which 
is a continuation-in-part of U.S. Patent Application No. 08/696,753, filed June 16, 1996, now 
U.S. Patent No. 5,710,137.-- 



REMARKS 

Prior to examination of the above-captioned application. Applicants respectfully request 
consideration of this amendment and remarks made herein. 

Claims 1-3 are pending. 

AppHcants have amended the first paragraph of the specification to update the cross 
reference to related applications to indicate that the above-captioned appUcation is a continuation 
application under 37 C.F.R. § 1.53 (b) of prior copending U.S. Patent Application No. 
09/251,124, filed February 16, 1999, presently allowed, which is a divisional apphcation of 
International Patent AppUcation PCT/US97/14548, filed August 15, 1997, which is a 
continuation-in-part of U.S. Patent Application No. 08/696,753, filed June 16, 1996, now U.S. 
Patent No. 5,710,137. Another version of this replacement paragraph is not required under 37 
C.F.R. 1.121(b)(iii). No new matter has been added by this amendment. 
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CONCLUSION 

In view of the foregoing amendment and remarks, favorable consideration of this 
application is earnestly solicited. 

Applicant believes no fee is required. 

Respectfully submitted, 




Anthony Giaccio 

Patent Office Reg. No. 39,684 



Attorneys for Applicant 
(212) 408-2500 
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